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a review, but that its author appears to have some reputation. It 
must, however, be admitted that it contains some acute observa- 
tions in the analysis of motives, and, in general, that the intelligence 
displayed in details is quite out of proportion to the utterly un- 
scientific character of the whole. Its justification of the need for 
"metaphysical hypotheses" against "the English utilitarians and 
evolutionists" seems even to show some vague notion of what is 
the proper object of ethics. But its merits, considerable as they are, 
seem to be almost entirely literary. 

G. E. Moore. 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 

La Dottrina della Coscienza Morale nello Spencer. By 
Dr. Giuseppe Zuccante, Professor of the History of Philosophy 
in the Royal Literary and Scientific Academy of Milan. Lonigo, 
1896. Pp. 199. 

L'ASPETTO BlOLOGICO DELLA CONDOTTA SECONDO LO SPENCER. 

Dr. Giuseppe Zuccante. Roma, 1896. Pp. 25. 

CONDOTTA BUONA E CONDOTTA CaTTIVA SECONDO LO SPENCER. 

Dr. Giuseppe Zuccante. Roma, 1896. Pp. 48. 

INTORNO ALLE ORIGINI DELLA MORALE UtILITARIA DELLO STUART 

Mill. Nota del Dottore. Giuseppe Zuccante. Milano, 1897. 
Pp. 21. 

The first of these monographs, a work of almost two hundred 
closely printed pages, has no table of contents, no index, no head- 
ings to the thirty-one sections or chapters into which it is divided ; 
though Sections i.-xvii. are put under the general heading of 
"Part I., Exposition of the Doctrine," and Sections xviii.-xxxi., 
under that of " Part II., Criticism of the Doctrine." There is a 
list of Errata at the end, which omits " noumeni" (p. 7), "Schel- 
ley" (p. 87), "Pichard Porson" (p. in), "Vundt" (p. 120), 
"Mackinthos" (p. 189), and some other similar curiosities of the 
press. It is a pity that the Essay has not been put before the public 
in a more convenient and more carefully revised form ; for exposi- 
tion and criticism are both excellent in their way, and the style 
strikes even a foreign reader as lucid, flowing, and eloquent. The 
work has been awarded a prize by the revived "Accademia dei 
Lincei." 

The author treats Mr. Spencer's ethics historically as the latest 
form of English empiricism and naturalism, tracing the doctrine so 
far as it is hedonistic or utilitarian back to Hobbes, and so far as it 
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is naturalistic back to Bacon. The exposition of Mr. Spencer's 
doctrine of conscience deals not only with what is said in the 
seventh chapter of The Data of Ethics ("The Psychological 
View"), but also with other connected parts of Mr. Spencer's sys- 
tem, and with the other English authors from whom his ethics are 
more or less derived, especially Bentham, J. S. Mill, and Professor 
Bain. While it is quite true that the "positivism" and "empiri- 
cism" which culminate in Spencer's "naturalistic utilitarianism" 
are the characteristically English ethics, the author seems hardly to 
recognize that other types of moral philosophy have been widely 
represented among English writers. He quotes " Sidgvvick" (sic) 
in one place (p. 180), but refers to no English defender of Intui- 
tionism or of Idealism except Mr. Llewelyn Davies (p. 169). 
There are frequent references to the works of Ribot, Guyau, and 
Fouillee ; and the last two seem to have influenced Dr. Zuccante 
very much, and to have helped to determine the character of his 
criticisms of Spencerian ethics. These criticisms, though " full of 
respect and deference for the profoundest and most comprehensive 
thinker of modern times" (p. 8), are directed mainly to showing 
the inadequacy of Spencer's account of moral obligation and the 
inconsistencies between different parts of Spencer's own teaching. 
The theory of evolution is used by Spencer to get over the diffi- 
culties in which utilitarian ethics had been placed by J. S. Mill. 
Evolution seems to enable Spencer " intrinsecare l'estrinseco," — to 
show how what were originally external lessons of experience come 
to be innate moral instincts in the individual. Dr. Zuccante argues 
at some length that the theory of heredity cannot explain con- 
science ; but, though he minimizes the power of heredity, he takes 
no notice whatever of the possible untenableness of the whole 
Lamarckian doctrine of use-inheritance which lies at the basis of 
Spencer's psychology. 

The great defect of evolutionary naturalism, according to Dr. 
Zuccante, is that it ignores individual spontaneity. He asserts a 
doctrine of free-will, however, not in any way inconsistent with psy- 
chological determinism ; like M. Fouillee, he holds that " Ideas are 
forces" (p. 140), — ideas, except in purely abstract and impersonal 
matters, being always accompanied by emotion, and so capable 
of affecting conduct. The contradiction is pointed out between 
Spencer's exaltation of individual initiative as against the state and 
his theoretical reduction of individual action to the outcome of 
mechanical processes (p. 95). In several matters Dr. Zuccante 
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recognizes the inconsistency between the individualistic politics of 
Spencer's Social Statics and the evolutionary naturalism of his 
developed system. The defence of the doctrine of " natural rights' ' 
in Justice is cited as a crowning proof of the way in which the 
evolutionary positivist falls under the sway of metaphysics (p. 187). 

The need of recognizing a metaphysical or non -experiential ele- 
ment in morality is put in a somewhat curious but interesting way. 
Spencer, it is urged, admits the Unknowable as the absolute reality ; 
why then does he assign no place to it in morality? (p. 167. 
When Dr. Zuccante says "the Unknowable," — using Spencer's 
phrase, — does he not really mean "the incompletely known"?) 
When Spencer speaks of "absolute ethics" as distinct from "rela- 
tive ethics," he is really admitting the metaphysical into morality ; 
for his analogy between absolute ethics and abstract mechanics, 
etc., is fallacious. In astronomy, e.g., it is reality that leads us to 
modify the abstract laws we start with ; but in morality the laws of 
absolute morality lead to the modification and alteration of facts 
(p. 182). What precisely Dr. Zuccante means by the metaphysical 
element in ethics is left somewhat vague. His rather questionable 
identification of the "divine sign" of Socrates with the voice of 
conscience (pp. 158 sea.) seems to suggest a doctrine like that of 
our old-fashioned Intuitionists, which is not easily defended against 
the psychological analysis of the evolutionary utilitarian. 

From the same author come two articles reprinted from the 
Rivista Italiana di Filosofia of 1896 and 1897 (Rome). They are 
on "The Biological Aspect of Conduct according to Spencer," 
and on "Good and Bad Conduct according to Spencer." They 
are critical expositions of the same kind as the larger Essay. An- 
other pamphlet is an extract from the transactions of The Lombard 
Scientific and Literary Institution : " Concerning the Origin of the 
Utilitarian Ethics of Stuart Mill." It deals with the development 
of Mill's altruistic ethics out of Benthamism, and is based mainly 
on what Mills himself tells in his Autobiography. The author does 
not go behind Benthamism. One would like to have had from a 
Milanese writer a discussion of the question whether Beccaria de- 
rived the famous formula of " the greatest happiness of the greatest 
number" directly from Hutcheson or not. But what Dr. Zuccante 
gives is merely an admirably written account of Mill's own ethical 
ideas. 

D. G. Ritchie. 

University of St. Andrews, Scotland. 



